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Abstract

Wanghongsa, S.; V. Nijpirom, N. Boonyai, V. Aumjaeng, N. Uttamo and K. Boonkird. 2008. Curbside rubbish: a
new threat to wildlife in Khao Ang Rue Nai Wildlife Sanctuary. Wildlife Yearbook 9, 143-152.

Human activities, i.e. encroachment, hunting and road-kills, once threatening to wildlife in Khao Ang
Rue Nai Wildlife Sanctuary, have been mitigated or, to lesser extend, eliminated. However, curbside rubbish
presently jeopardizes the survival of animals living near public road no 3259, since elephants and red jungle fowl
have shown to ingest plastics. On 3 February 2008, we launched a campaign to clean upon 15 km right-of-ways
of Route no 3259. Totally, we collected 438.2 kg of rubbish. Of these, 185.8 kg was combustible matters, plastic
and paper, and 252.4 kg was incombustible ones, glass and metals. On average, there were 5.05 kg of combustible
and 3.71 kg of incombustible rubbish dumped per day. Km 17-18 and Km 28-29 were places that combustible
rubbish was mostly deposited, whereas Km 24-25 incombustible ones were mostly thrown from vehicles. The
activities were replicated on 8 August 2008. A total of 128.5 kg of rubbish was collected. Incombustible rubbish
accounted for 80.6 kg and combustible ones were 47.9 kg. This extrapolated to 0.26 and 0.43 kg of combustible
and incombustible rubbishes dumped per day, which dramatically decreased from February collection. We
recommend (1) rubbish dumps be provided at the both check points (2) rubbish eradication campaign be launched
and (3) public awareness be initiated.
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