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Abstract
Wanghongsa, S.; Y. Senatham, D. Saengsent and K. Boonkird. 2008. Why do gaur wader off the sanctuary?
Wildlife Yearbook 9, 58-71.

Not only elephants but also gaur in Khao Ang Rue Nai Wildlife Sanctuary do wader off the
sanctuary. Between 2001 and 2008, 9 incidents of the unusual cases were recorded, 4 in Chachoengsao
province, 4 in Sakeaow province and one in Chonburi province. Eight incidents occurred in breeding season
(October-March). The longest distance from sanctuary the gaur foraged was 38 km. Nine people were bloody
injured by gaurs. We speculate that since the incidence happened in breeding season, it is a time which sub-
adult males are forced to leave the herds. They were dispersed and foraged in the periphery of forest areas
adjacent to agricultural lands which are frequently ranched by domestic cattle. Estrus cattle usually eject methyl
heptanol with urine. This alcohol is brought into the sanctuary by prevailing NE and E winds during winter
which coincide with gaur’s breeding season. Straying males may pursue the domestic cow pheromone very far
away from the sanctuary. Attempts were made to translocate gaur but failed. One gaur died during operation
due to ill plans and lacks of cohesive cooperation. We recommended that (1) people living around the sanctuary
be informed the normal behavior of gaur in breeding season (2) logistic and capture equipment be procured and
human resources (especially veterinarians) be recruited for preparedness of straying gaur translocation.
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