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Home Range Size, Habitat Utilization and Daily Activities

of Large Indian Civet (Viverra zibetha)
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Abstract

The studies of home range size, habitat utilization and daily activities of one adult male and three
adult females of large Indian civet (Viverra zibetha Linnaeus, 1758) which were choosen from 30 captured
large Indina civets, Radio-collar tracking was carried out around Khao Nang Rum wildlife Research Station in
Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary, Uthai Thanee Province, from December 1993 to July 1996.

The results show that the adult male animal has a 8.8 km’ area home range whereas the three adult
females have between 1.90 and 6.85 km® home ranges, Each home range area consits of deciduous and dry
evergreen forest type. The animals prefer deciduous forest with 75.60% of their time used in this vegetation
type.

The adult female No.1721 has 1500-2670 m consecutive daily location, which covers a 0.02-0.31 km’
area. For day bed sites selection, it was found that the animals usually sleep on the ground near or in a small
stream bed, covered with dense vegetation. The active times for the animals were 62.0-69.5% of total studies
time. One average 90% of active daily time occures between 18:01 and 06:00 hours and the peak is between
22:01-02:00 hours.

Moreover, it is found that, the large Indiand civets respond with seasonal climatic change. In the dry
season there is a larger home range size, larger amount of active time and a trend to use dry evergreen forest
compared with the wet season.
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